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Program Overview
● Fair Food Network’s Double 
Up Food Bucks program -
2009
● Provides a dollar for dollar 
match to SNAP recipients on 
fresh fruits and veggies in 
retail stores and farmers 
markets 
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Partnerships
● NE Department of Agriculture 
● NE Extension Food Access Issue Based Team 
● NE Extension Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program-Education (SNAP-Ed)
● NE Grocery Industry Association
● CHI Health and Children’s Hospital and Medical 
Center
Extension Connection
1. Extension’s Food Access Issue-Based Team
--Team members in over 30 counties across the state
2.    Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program-Education 
(SNAP-Ed) as a policy, system, and environmental approach
--Coverage in counties with highest SNAP population 
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Nebraska Program Pilot
● 29 weeks  
● Four sites 
○ 3 Farmers Markets and 
1 grocery store
● 24 different vendors  
● 150 households
Nebraska Double Up Checks
Leveraging resources
People already identified the need and were doing 
something about it!
Evaluation - Farmers Market Customers (n=28)
● 29% would not have shopped at the farmers 
market that day
● 80% indicated the program was easy to use
Evaluation - Customers
•30% indicated they used NE Double Up at 
other locations
•94% reported they were shopping for children
Evaluation - Vendors (n=17)
•44% have made more money
•22% have a new customer base
•11% sell more fruits and vegetables
• 56% agreed their market is stronger.
•11% reported they are very likely to increase 
the variety of crops grown and put more land 
into production.
Evaluation - Redemption rates
Evaluation 
● Increase in SNAP sales 
between 27% and 47% 
● SNAP participation 
increased, with over 
100 new customers 
between the four sites.
Evaluation - Sales data
In 2016, SNAP 
participants spent an 
average $21.21 each visit 
at a Lincoln farmers 
market. In 2017, that 
number increased by 41% 
to $29.94.
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Results Highlights
● Engaged and established a network of varied partners
● Implemented new, simple technologies
● 82% redemption rate; 2%-49% higher than similar programs
● Made it easier for low-income Nebraskans to eat fresh 
produce
● Supported family farmers and grew the local economy. 
“I think it’s awesome. I have to eat 
well due to health issues and fruits 
and veggies are pricey”
“Love it and it helps 
stretch food…. Great 
program!”
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Future Direction
Expansion of...
● Sites
○ 4 more FMs, 2 more grocers
● Since early May….
○ 58 new customers
Future Direction
Expansion of...
● Partners
○ Local public health departments, County Extension offices, 
Local foundations, health care clinics/ systems
● Scope
○ Regional Food systems
○ Food Access advocacy and education
○ Hunger as a vital sign - connection to primary care and 
community health improvement plans (CHIP)
Lessons Learned
● Extension is key
○ Nutrition Ed
○ Statewide network
○ Mission/ vision
● Healthcare values the outcomes - they are your allies
● Program is easy, outreach is where you spend your time
● Grocers ROI is evident - DUFB is a good investment
Thank you!
